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-this charge. Such a charge might hold good against the
Vedanta, but not against the Dharma. In the Ved&nta the

-perfected sage is subject to no moral law. Anandagiri tells
us that Sankara drank toddy and projected his soul into the
corpse of a king to learn the erotic arts. We are told in the
Bh&gcwata purdna that the transgressions of virtue observed
in such superior beings as Krishna must not be regarded as
faults, for they can have no moral restraints. On the other
hand in Buddhism obedience to the laws of morality is the
primary condition that must be fulfilled before the mind can
become the fit receptacle of truth. The Bodhicharyvwata.ra
says : <( The pdramitds of dana^ czia, kshanti^ vzrya, pragnd
and dhydna are in the ascending order of importance, so that
one may neglect the lower pdramitds for the higher ; but for
the sake of p/a one* may even forego the higher, as p/a forms
the foundation of all good acts." In ultimate analysis the
bodkichitta^ the cast of mind of the man who has attained
bodhi, resolves itself into two essential virtues, which are
identical in aim, and whose acquisition forms the double duty
of the bodhisattva, These virtues are pragndpdramitd, know-
ledge and insight, and ^llapdramitd, morality. All the other
paramitas proceed from these two as their sources. At the
commencement the one is complementary to the other, but
in the last stage the two become identical. Till their unifica-
tion morality is a means to attain enlightenment, but morality
alone does not constitute enlightenment. To lead the higher
life intellectual illumination is absolutely necessary, but it
cannot be obtained except by a previous discipline in charity,
morality, and forbearance.  The acquisition of wisdom
(gndna sambhara) necessarily presupposes the presence of
compassion, devotion, and morality (punya sambhdra). The
Blessed One has said :

" Virtue is the base on which the man who is wise,
Can train his mind and make his wisdom grow.
Thus shall the strenuous bkikshzt undeceived,
Unravel the tangled skein of life."

" This ia the base like great earth to man
And this is the root of all increase in goodness,
The starting point of all the Buddha's teaching
Virtue, to wit, on which true blias depends."